The Irish antiquaries mention public libraries that
were before the flood; and Paul Christian Ilsker, with
profounder erudition, has given an exact catalogue of
Adam's. .. Some too have noticed astronomical libraries
in the Ark of Noah ... Astle gravely observes that" with
respect to Writings attributed to the Antediluvians, it
seems not only decent but rational to say that we know
nothing concerning them."

ISAAC D'ISRAELI (from Curiosities of Literature]

None writes so ill, that he gives not some thing exem-
plary, to follow, or flie.

DONNE

Books are not absolutely dead things, but do contain
a progeny of life in them to be as active as that soul was
whose progeny they are; nay, they do preserve as in a vial
the purest efficacy and extraction of that living intellect
that bred them. I know they are as lively and as vigorously
productive as those fabulous dragon's teeth; and, being
sown up and down, may chance to spring up armed men.

MILTON (from Areopagitica)
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